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THE REV. JOHN CESLAS FENWICK, O. P. 
(1759-1815) 



Several facts in the life and ancestry of Rev. John Ceslas Fen- 
wick, an American Friar Preacher of whom little if anything has 
been written, should be of interest to the student of Catholic history 
in the United States. 1 

1 The following bibliography has been used in our sketch of the Rev. John Fen- 
wick. — Sources, (a) Manuscript: Archives of the Dominican Master General, 
Rome; Archives of the Dominican House of Studies, Washington, D. C; Archives, 
Dominican, of Haverstock Hill, London; Archdiocesan Archives of Baltimore; Ar- 
chives of the Maryland-New York Province of the Jesuit Fathers. — (b) Printed: 
Joseph Foster, Pedigrees Recorded at the Herald's Visitations of the County of 
Northumberland, Newcastle-upon-Tyne (no date), pp. 52-55, and passim; Annales 
de la Propagation de la Foi, first eight volumes, Lyons, 1828-1842 under 
titles of Mission du Kentucky, Mission du Michigan, Mission de I'Ohio, and 
in vol. ii, pp. 39-50, Oeuvre de la Propagation. Works: (a) General: Catho- 
lic Almanac of 1848, Baltimore, pp. 58-82 (Biographical Sketch of the Right Rev. 
Edward Fenwick, first Bishop of Cincinnati) ; William Belsham, History of 
Great Britain from the Revolution of 1688 to the Conclusion of the Treaty of 
Amiens in 1802, London, 1805, vol. I; Richard Clarke, The Deceased Bishops 
of the Catholic Church in the United States, New York, 1888, vol. I; Ambrose 
Coleman, O'Heyne's Irish Dominicans of the seventeenth century; Author of 
the Knights of St. John (Augusta Theodosia Drane), The History of England, 
London, 1881 ; George Davis, TheDay-Star of American Freedom, New York, 1855 ; 
De Jonghe, Belgium Dominicanum, Brussels, 1719; Benedictus van Doninck, 
Het Voormalig Engelseh Klooster te Bornhem, Louvain, 1904; Gen. Hugh Botle 
Ewing, Pedigrees of the Fenwick, Young and Ewing Families; Guilday, The 
English Catholic Refugees on the Continent, 1558-1795, vol. I, London, 1914; 
Bonaventure Hammer, Eduard Dominik Fenwick, der Apostel von Ohio, Frei- 
burg, 1890; Hughes, The History of the Society of Jesus in North America, Colo- 
nial and Federal, London, 1907, vol. I; William Babington Macaulay, History 
of England, Philadelphia, vols. I, rv, and v ; Raymund Palmer, The Life of Philip 
Thomas Howard, Cardinal of York, London, 1867; William T. Russell, Mary- 
land, the Land of Sanctuary, Baltimore, 1907; Thomas Scharf, A History of 
Maryland from the earliest Period to the Present Time, Baltimore, 1879, 3 vols.; 
Martin J. Spalding, Sketches of the early Catholic Missions in Kentucky, Louis- 
ville (no date), and the Life of Bishop Flaget, Louisville, 1852; Volz, J. R., 
A Century's Record; Hon. Ben. J. Webb, The Centenary of Catholicity in Ken- 
tucky, Louisville, 1884; The United States Catholic Magazine, vol. vi, Baltimore, 
1847: — three articles on The Catholic Church in Ohio, (b) Special: Dominican 
Year Book, 1913, Article, Saint Rose Priory, Springfield, Kentucky (by V. F. 
O'Daniel) ; Raymund Palmer, Obituary Notices of the Friar Preachers, or Do- 
minicans of the English Province, London (no date), and Anglia Dominicana 
(mss.), Part in A, "1783." 
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Among the first colonists who came to America on the Ark and 
the Dove with Leonard Calvert to aid him in the establishment of a 
colony for his brother, Lord Baltimore, in the present territory of 
the state of Maryland, was one Cuthbert Fenwick. Fenwick could 
claim possibly the noblest lineage of the early planters of the Mary- 
land settlement, not excepting even Governor Calvert. It has been 
said that he belonged to the noble family of Fenwicks of Fenwick 
Tower, Northumberland County, England. While it appears to be 
true that he was descended remotely from the Fenwicks of Fenwick 
Tower, he seems to have belonged directly to another branch of the 
family, that is, to the Fenwicks of Langshaws. 2 

The various branches of the Fenwicks, with some exceptions, were 
among the staunchest of the old English Catholic families who resisted 
so long and so bravely the attempts of the sovereigns of England to 
rob the nation of its faith. The last man to be put to death in 
England by a bill of attainder was Sir John Fenwick, one of the 
wealthiest men in the country in his day. In spite of Macaulay's 
brilliant rhetorical representation of Fenwick's case, it seems clear 
to the writer that his Catholic faith had not a little to do with his 
execution. 3 

'Annates de la Propagation de la Foi, Lyons, 1833, vol. VI, p. 133, Article, 
Missions de I'Ohio et du Michigan; Catholic Almanac, 1848, p. 58; Richabd 
H. Clabke, The Deceased Bishops of the Catholic Church in the United States, 
New York, 1888, vol. 1, p. 328; and Raymund Palmeb, Obituary Notices of the 
Friar-Preachers or Dominicans of the English Province from 1650, p. 23 and 
Anglia Dommicana, Part m A, " 1783," all tell us that the Fenwicks of Maryland 
were descended from the Fenwicks of Fenwick Tower, Northumberland, England. 
Davis, The Day-Star of American Freedom, New York, 1855, pp. 208-209, says 
this is tradition at least. But Joseph Fostee, Pedigrees Recorded at the 
Herald's Visitation of the County of Northumberland, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, pp. 
50-55; and John Hodgson, History of Northumberland, 1832, Vol. in, pp. 112- 
114, seem to show that Cuthbert Fenwick belonged directly to the Langshaws 
branch of the family. He seems to have been the first of the Fenwicks to have 
the Christian name of Cuthbert; and was probably some four or five and twenty 
years of age, when he came to America. 

* Sir John Fenwick was arrested in 1696 for conspiracy against William III. 
The government failed to convict him, and he was then condemned by a bill of 
attainder. He was executed January 28, 1607. Macaulay, History of England, 
vol. I, pp. 434 and 521-522; vol. iv, pp. 140-141; vol. v, pp. 165-216 and pp. 287- 
290, speaks very disparagingly of him. Belsham, History of Great Britain from 
the Revolution of 1688 to the Conclusion of the Treaty of Amiens in 1802, Lon- 
don, 1805, vol. i, pp. 385-397, and 410-425; and Dbane, History of England, 
London, 1881, pp. 615-616, give a much fairer and more just account of Fenwick's 
case. 
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Cuthbert Fenwick, although of a noble and wealthy family, a 
man of education and an attorney, came to America, Father Kussell 
tells us, as a redemptioner. 4 This being true, two possible explana- 
tions may be assigned for his assuming such an humble role. One 
is that his family, through fines imposed on them because of their 
religion, had been reduced possibly to straightened circumstances. 
The other that his tender conscience forbade him to take the oath of 
allegiance prescribed for Catholics, and to avoid that odious Test he 
chose to enlist in the American project among the redemptioners, 
the oath of whose masters probably sufficed for that of their inden- 
tured servants. However this may be, Cuthbert Fenwick was not 
long in America, before he rose to prominence in the Catholic colony 
of Maryland. He soon became a leader in the affairs of both Church 
and State. He was the trusted friend and trustee of the Jesuit 
missionaries, and the legal adviser of Thomas Cornwaleys, one of the 
two commissioners of Lord Baltimore for the government of the new 
province. That Fenwick was a man of character and without fear 
is shown by the fact that he did not hesitate to defend Cornwaleys 
against so powerful an adversary as Governor Leonard Calvert. 5 

Of a prolific race Cuthbert Fenwick became the progenitor of 
the large number of that patronymic in the Maryland colony. In 
Maryland as in England the Fenwicks were staunch in their faith 
and strong in the support of their religion. Yet, in spite of their 
deep religious sense, it is not until in the fifth generation that we 
find one of the name, the subject of this article, devoting his life 
to the service of the altar. 6 

'William T. Russell, Maryland, The Land of Sanctuary, Baltimore, 1907, 
p. 310, note. 

•Thomas Hughes, S. J., History of the Society of Jesus in North America, 
Colonial and Federal, Text, London, 1907 (vol. I, pp. 388-389, 484-486, 545-546, 
and 567-568), shows the amicable relations between Fenwick and the mission- 
aries, that he was their legal adviser as well as Cornwaleys' attorney, and that 
consequently he was a man of high education. This of course he could not have 
acquired in Maryland at that time. Davis, The Day-Star of American Freedom, 
New York, 1855, pp. 207-220, gives a good appreciation of Fenwick, and Schahf, 
A History of Maryland from the earliest Period to the Present Time, Baltimore, 
1879, vol. i, p. 373, shows that a number of the early Maryland colonists who 
came to America as redemptioners, occupy an honored place in history 

* Ewino, Pedigrees of the Fenwick, Young and Ewing Families, gives the fol- 
lowing line of descent of Rev. John Fenwick, Bishop E. D. Fenwick and the Rev. 
Nicholas D. Young from Cuthbert Fenwick.— First generation, Cuthbert Fenwick, 
who came to America from Northumberland in 1634.— Second generation: Igna- 
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John Fenwick was born about 1759 in what is now Saint Mary's 
County, Maryland. His parents were Ignatius Fenwick and Maria 
Ate. Of his early education we have no data. But it seems certain 
that he received a solid foundation in the rudiments before leaving 
America ; and this, as he belonged to a wealthy family for that day, 
was probably acquired in his own homestead. In 1773, when about 
fourteen years of age, he was sent to Europe to complete his educa- 
tion, and was placed in the College of the Holy Cross conducted by 
the English Dominicans, at Bornhem, Belgium. At Bornhem Col- 
lege he remained for four years. On completion of his classical 
studies, instead of returning to America, our young student entered 
the novitiate of the English Friars Preacher at the same institution, 
receiving the habit of the Order, October 14, 1777. He was the 
first English-speaking native of the New World to enter the Order 
of Saint Dominic. In religion he added the name of Ceslas to that 
which he had received in Baptism. 7 

tius Fenwick, third son and child of Cuthbert Fenwick and his first wife, whose 
name is not given. — Third generation: John Fenwick, fourth son and child of 
Ignatius Fenwick, whose wife is not given. — Fourth generation: Ignatius Fen- 
wick, third child and eldest son of John Fenwick and Elizabeth Guyther. — Fifth 
generation : " John Fenwick, Dominican Priest," second son and child of Ignatius 
Fenwick and Maria Ate. Sixth generation : Colonel Ignatius Fenwick of " Wal- 
lington," the eldest brother of Father John Fenwick, married Eleanor Neale; 
and their third son and fourth child was " Edward Fenwick, the first Bishop of 
Ohio." — Seventh generation: Sarah Fenwick, the bishop's only sister, married 
Nicholas Young, and their son and fourth child was Nicholas Dominic Young, of 
whom mention is made in this article. 

' Archives of the Dominican House of Studies, Washington, D. C. ( not listed ) , 
transcript of Rev. Raymund Palmer; Archives (Dominican) of Haverstock Hill, 
London, Account Book of Bornhem College for 1773, and Raymund Palmeb's 
Anglia Dominicana, Part A, "1783" (not paginated); Van Doninck, Het 
Voomalig Engelsch Klooster te Bornhem, Louvain, 1904, p. 472; P amies, Obitu- 
ary Notices, ut supra, p. 23; Dominican Tear Book, 1913, p. 74 and fol., Article, 
Saint Rose Priory, near Springfield, Kentucky (V. F. O'Daniel). It is a 
custom in the older religious orders to add to their baptismal name that of 
another saint. Our young American chose that of Ceslas in honor of Blessed 
Ceslas, a noted Dominican missionary in Poland, and a brother of a still more 
celebrated missioner of the same Order, Saint Hyacinth. Thomas Austin Dyson, 
Saints of the Rosary, New York, 1897, pp. 279-290; Augusta T. Dbane, History 
of St. Dominic, London, 1891, pp. 227-229; and Mobtier, Histoire des Maitres 
Generaux de VOrdre des Freres Pricheurs, Paris, 1903, vol. I, pp. 119 and 215, 
threw light on the life and labors of Blessed Ceslas. Doninck, op. cit.; Pal- 
meb, Anglia Dominicana, Part I, nearly the whole book; and Life of Philip 
Thomas, Cardinal of York, London, 1867, p. 98 to the end, give a complete history 
of the Bornhem College and Convent. 
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At the period of which we speak Flanders was under the Aus- 
trian sovereigns. Joseph II, Emperor of Austria, who because of 
his interference in ecclesiastical affairs has been called the " sacristan 
emperor," had issued an edict forbidding young men to take the 
vows of religion before the age of five and twenty years. For this 
reason, the young American novice could not make his religious pro- 
fession until December 8, 1783, although the term of his novitiate 
had expired in the October of 1778. In the meantime, however, he 
was sent to the College of Saint Thomas Aquinas, the house of 
studies of the English province of Dominicans, in Louvain, the 
noted center of Catholic education. As he was endowed with talents 
of a superior order, John C. Fenwick seems to have been selected to 
take courses at the celebrated university in that city. 8 If this be 
true, as it seems to be, he was the first native of the present territory 
of the United States, if not the first American to be a student of 
the great Catholic University of Louvain. 

In Louvain the young Mkrylander successfully defended his 
theses in philosophy, August 2, 1780. Five years later, on the 
Saturday before the Pentecost of 1785, he was ordained priest. And 
shortly afterwards he again underwent the ordeal of a long searching 
examination by which he won the Dominican degree of Lector of 
Sacred Theology. 9 Thus Father John Fenwick, as far as the writer 
has been able to ascertain, was the first native of the present United 
States, and the first English-speaking American to be honored with 
an academic degree in divinity. 

After the completion of his studies in Louvain, Father Fenwick 
was sent to teach at his alma mater in Bornhem, remaining there 
until near the close of the school year of 1794. In the June of 

'Dominican Archives, Washington, D. C, Palmer transcript; Archives of 
Haverstock Hill, Anglia Dominicana, " 1783"; Palmer, Obituary Notices, p. 23; 
Doninck, op. cit., pp. 453 and 472. Palmer, Life of Cardinal Howard, pp. 216 
ss., gives a history of the English Dominicans at Louvain. Be Jonghe, Belgium 
Dominicanum, pp. 400-414, Brussels, 1719; Guilday, The English Catholic Refu- 
gees on the Continent, 1558-1795, pp. 400-413, London, 1914, give sketches of 
these fathers at both Bornhem and Louvain. Ambkose Coleman, O'Heyne's Irish 
Dominicans of the Seventeenth Century, pp. 257-287, Dundalk, 1902, and in his 
own (Coleman's) additions to O'Heyne, pp. 114-116, there is an account of the 
Irish Dominicans in Louvain. Both the English and the Irish institutions were 
affiliated to the University of Louvain. 

'Archives of the Dominican House of Studies, Palmer transcript; Anglia 
Dominicana, "1783"; Palmer, Obituary Notices, p. 23. 
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that year the communities of Louvain, Brussels, and Bornhem 
were compelled to flee before the onward march of the victorious 
revolutionary armies of Trance. With the other fathers, Fenwick 
escaped to England, where they settled at the village of Carehalton, 
in Surrey, some ten miles from London. At Carshalton a college 
was opened at once to take the place of that at Bornhem. Here 
our first American Friar Preacher resumed his fruitful career 
as professor. But about 1800, with the permission of his superiors 
he returned to the land of his birth as a missionary apostolic, 10 and 
labored for the Church of his native state until his death some 
fifteen years later. 

The great Archbishop Carroll gladly received the native recruit 
to the American missions, and at once assigned him to duty. The 
whereabouts of Father John C. Fenwick's earliest labors in the 
Church of Maryland the writer has been unable to ascertain. But 
late in 1804, we find him living with the Jesuit Fathers at Saint 
Thomas', Port Tobacco, Charles County, some forty miles south of 
the city of Washington. Thence he attended extensive missions in 
the southern part of the state. 

A further brief word here of the good priest's immediate family 
and their social standing. At the period of which we speak, they 
were one of the leading families in Saint Mary's County. Father 
John was the second of six children. His eldest brother, Colonel 
Ignatius Fenwick of " Wallington," was a wealthy landowner in the 
county. He married Eleanor Neale of the noted Catholic family of 
that patronymic, and was the father of the Right Bev. Edward D. 
Fenwick, the first bishop of Cincinnati, Ohio, and the grandfather of 
the Very Bev. Mcholas D. Young, O. P., the celebrated missionary 
of the same state. Another brother, Captain James Fenwick, who 
seems to have remained single, was the owner and navigator of a 
vessel. A third and the youngest, Joseph Fenwick, became United 
States consul at Bordeaux, France. Joseph Fenwick, as the writer 
understands, married in France and settled in Paris, where his 
descendants are still to be found. The two youngest children were 

"Archives of the Dominican House of Studies, Palmer transcript; Anglia 
Dominicana, " 1783 "; Palmes, Obituary Notices, p. 23 and Life of Philip Thomas 
Howard, pp. 224 ff.; Doninck, op. cit., p. 472; Guildat, op. cit., pp. 411-413; 
Dominican Tear Book, 1913, pp, 74-76; Volz, A Century's Record, pp. 1-7. 
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girls. The elder, Elizabeth, espoused one John Smith; while the 
other, Mary married into the Jenkins family of Maryland. 11 

Tradition tells us that Father John Oeslas Fenwick was one of 
the most efficient and exemplary Catholic missioners of Maryland 
in the early nineteenth century. A true Dominican, the more than 
a score of years he had given to study and teaching in the colleges 
of the Old World had not dampened his missionary ardor, or his 
thirst for the salvation of souls, — the great end of his Order. In 
the New World no duty or labour, however menial or fatiguing, was 
too humble to demand his scrupulous attention. Because of his 
sterling qualities, he had not long returned to his native land, when 
he was elected a member of the Maryland clerical corporation for the 
preservation of the church lands, holding the position until his 
death. 12 

If we may judge from the short notices of him in the letters of 
that day, the humble Friar Preacher was much admired and deeply 
loved by both the Maryland clergy and people. From the same 
source we learn that he possessed in an eminent degree the many 
good qualities which seem to have run in the Fenwick blood: he 
was zealous, self-sacrificing, genial, charitable, given to hard work, 
devoted to duty. More than once the Father of the American 
hierarchy, Archbishop Carroll, sought to give the indefatigable mis- 
sionary relief from his arduous labors. Writing for instance, Nov. 
11, 1812, to Rev. John Grassi, S. J., President of Georgetown Col- 
lege, the venerable prelate says : "... I am sure that Mr. Espinette 
is more wanted at St. Thomas's [i. e., than at Georgetown], where 
poor Mr. Pile can do nothing & Fr. [Father] Jn. Fenwick is over- 
powered." 13 

In 1813, feeling the weight of his years, worn out by exhaustive 
labors, and suffering from a painful malady, he sought to be relieved 
from the missions he had served so well, that he might prepare for 
the end. From Port Tobacco, Dec. 8, 1813, he writes, to Arch- 

11 Ewing, Pedigrees of the Fenwick, Young and Ewing Families. The printed 
Register of the State Department gives the foreign consuls back to only about 
1850, too late to find the years that Joseph Fenwick was consul at Bordeaux. 

"Hughes, History of the Society of Jesus in North America, Documents, 
Cleveland, 1910, vol. I, Part n, p. 947. 

"Archbishop Carroll, Baltimore, November 11, 1812, to Rev. John Grassi, 
Georgetown. Archives of the Maryland-New York Province of the Jesuit Fathers, 
Case 203, B 2. 
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bishop Carroll : " Most Eevd. Sir. — I have been long thinking of 
writing to you about retiring, which I mentioned to you before. 
Hearing of the intended journey of the Eevd. Mr. E. Fenwick, I 
waited his arrival. I have conversed with him, and think best to 
consult my superior, whether he would wish me to come to Kentucky 
or not. I now write to him, and shall leave myself in his hands. 
In the meantime I put my hopes in you, that you will grant me the 
place of retirement you mentioned to me, or any other more eligible. 
I wish now to give up immediately, or as soon as possible, as I 
find myself overpowered with hardships and difficulties, and wish 
to prepare myself for death. I am with the most profound respect, 
Revd. Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, John Fenwick." 14 

The replies of the venerable ordinary of Baltimore and the Very 
Rev. Samuel T. Wilson, provincial of the Dominicans in Kentucky, 
to the petition of our missionary no longer exist. But, if we may 
judge from events, they both counselled him to remain in active ser- 
vice as long as he was capable of doing good for souls. Possibly the 
eminent Jesuit and the learned Dominican were led so to advise 
Father John because of the great scarcity of priests; and because, 
although disease had laid firm hold on him, continual journeys in 
the open air to attend his various missions, as will be seen, still gave 
him a sturdy appearance. 

Obedient to his superiors, our first Friar Preacher remained at 
his post. But we soon find the kindly Doctor Carroll, seeking doubt- 
less to lighten the poor man's burden, assigning him to another 
mission. In a letter of date, June 21, 1814, to Rev. Enoch Fenwick, 
a cousin of the missionary, the Archbishop writes: " Fr. John Fen- 
wick goes to assist Mr. Monally [ ? Monely] ; but tho' the necessity of 
his immediate departure was urged upon his, yet, I fear that he will 
yet delay. Mr. Malon [ ? Malou] goes to Newtown ; but who will 

14 John Fenwick, Port Tobacco, December 8, 1813, to Archbishop Carroll, Balti- 
more. Archdiocesan Archives of Baltimore, Case 3, R 13:— The Rev. E. Fenwick 
mentioned in this letter was Father Edward Dominic Fenwick, his nephew, who, 
as will be seen later, established the Dominicans in the United States. Father 
John's superior in Kentucky, was the Rev. Samuel T. Wilson, who had succeeded 
Rev. E. D. Fenwick as head of his Order in the country. There is a tradition in 
the eastern province of Friars Preachers in the United States to the effect that, 
when the province was founded in Kentucky in 1806, Father John Fenwick was 
left in the East at the request of Archbishop Carroll. This letter shows clearly 
that the tradition is correct. 
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occupy the place of Fr. John at S. Thomas's, is not ascertained; 
nor how any one will be obtained for Deer Creek. . . ." 14 From 
the fact, however, that Father Fenwick died at St. Thomas's eighteen 
months later, it would seem either that this disposition was not 
put into effect, or that he was soon returned to his old field of 
labor, — possibly at the solicitation of his congregation by whom he 
was so much loved. 

Prior to this, as will be seen from the following quotation, the 
archbishop had granted the zealous missioner a vacation for his 
health's sake. ". . . Rev. Father John Fenwick [writes Father 
Espinette, S. J., Feb. 20, 1814] is away. He said that probably 
he would not return for two months. He said also that he was taking 
this journey in part to put in his claim for the allowance for the 
invalid clergy (pour demander les invalides), because of his age 
and infirmities. In truth the poor man suffers terribly from hemor- 
rhoids. His numerous congregation, desirous of retaining him, is 
deeply afflicted over his departure. I suppose your Reverence [le 
Reverendissime] will send some one to attend these people. As for 
myself, I have enough to do; and Father Cary is anxious to know 
what arrangements will be made in this matter. . . ." ie 

Father John Fenwick, as is evident from the letters quoted in 
this article, had one of the most trying and extensive missions in 
the state of Maryland. In his sacerdotal visitations of his people 
he was obliged to make long and frequent journeys on horseback, 
at that time the usual mode of travel. Together with the other 
documents used in the present sketch, a brief description of the life 
of a priest in Maryland at that period, which we find in a letter of 
the Rev. Edward D. Fenwick, O. P., temporarily engaged on the 
missions of Prince George County, in 1805 and 1806, will give the 
reader a good idea of the labors, hardships and sufferings of our 
self-sacrificing missionary. ". . . The distress of the Catholics in 
this country, particularly in Kentucky, is beyond description. The 
scarcity of priests, the numerous and dispersed congregations, their 

"Archbishop Carroll, Washington, June 21, 1814, to Rev. E. Fenwick, Balti- 
more. Archives of the Maryland-New York Province of the Jesuit Fathers, Case 
204, P. 20. 

"Rev. P. Espinette, Port Tobacco, February 20, 1814, to Rev. John (irassl, 
Georgetown. Archives of the Maryland-New York Province of the Jesuit Fathers, 
Case 204, R. 14. 
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desolation and pressing solicitations for spiritual succor should move 
stones, if possible, to compassion. Scarcely a missioner in Maryland 
who has not two, three and four congregations to serve, which are 
10, 15, and 20 miles distant one from the other. Many priests have 
40, 50, nay some 100 miles and more to ride in visiting their con- 
gregations. My rides are from 40 to 50 miles to visit the whole 
of my congregation, which lays tolerably compact together and is a 
well regulated, pious people." 17 

But the hard working Friar Preacher was now near the end 
of his labors. The exact day of his death we have not been able to 
learn ; but the last item of his accounts with Saint Thomas', which 
extend from December, 1804, to August 21, 1815, is for his coffin. 18 
As in those days of greater simplicity than ours and when modern 
methods for the preservation of bodies were unknown, the dead were 
buried at once, particularly in country places, the date of this item 
shows that our first native Dominican priest died either on the 
twenty or twenty-first day of August of 1815. In further marked 
contrast with the modern luxurious fashion of honoring our dead, we 
note that good Father Fenwick's coffin cost the modest sum of six 
dollars and ninety-one cents. 

On hearing of Father Fenwick's death, Archbishop Carroll wrote 
on August 25, 1815, to Rev. John Grassi, president of Georgetown 
College: ". . . Mr. Vespre returned yesterday with your favor, 
which repeats the report of good Fr. John Fenwick's unexpected 
death. Tho' this report may be premature, yet there is much reason 
for apprehension of its truth, for the positive manner in which Mr. 
Pye's letter is written. The extent of his missions has been con- 
tracted since Rev. Mr. Brooke has resumed the ministry; but yet 
it will be very difficult to replace his loss. . . ." 19 Surely this 
letter shows a deep affection for the dead missionary and a keen 
appreciation of his worth, an encomium greater than which a faithful 
priest could scarcely desire from his superior. And a little later, 
the Rev. John B. Cary of Saint Thomas', in a letter to the arch- 
bishop, speaks in a similar strain. " The unexpected and almost 

" Rev. E. D. Fenwick, Piscataway, Md., August 1, 1805, to Rev. R. Concanen, 
Rome. Archives of Dominican Master General, Rome, xm, 731. 

"Archive* of Maryland-New York Province. Account of St. Thomas'. 

" Archbishop Carroll, Baltimore, August 25, 1815, to Rev. John Grassi, George- 
town. Archdioeesan Archives, Baltimore, Case 2, J. 4. 
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sudden death of our honored & esteemed dwelling companion, the 
Revd. Mr. John Fenwick, has undoubtedly much surprised and 
afflicted your Lordship, as it did all those who were acquainted with 
that amiable missionary, & knew the strength and habitual state 
of his constitution and health. . . ." 20 

At the time of his death Father Fenwick was about fifty-seven 
years of age. Of these eight and thirty had been spent in religion, 
more than thirty in the priestbood, and some fifteen on the missions 
of Maryland. But, perhaps, even more than in his own missionary 
labors, the claims of our first native Friar Preacher to tbe gratitude 
of the American Church lie in his having been the occasion at least 
of another native son of Maryland, his nephew, entering the Order. 
This was the Rev. Edward Dominic Fenwick, of whom mention has 
been made in this article, and who in 1806 established tbe Order 
of Saint Dominic in the United States, did so much for the Church 
in Kentucky, and became the apostle of Ohio, and in 1822, the first 
bishop of Cincinnati. 21 

It would seem, indeed that Father John Fenwick persuaded 
Archbishop Carroll to invite the English Dominicans to come to the 
American Missions, and that his labor and influence were largely 
instrumental in predisposing that venerable prelate to the hearty 
approval he gave to Rev. Edward D. Fenwick's proposal to establish 

"Rev. B. Cary, St. Thomas's, Port Tobacco, September 11, 1815. Archdio- 
cesan Archives, Baltimore, Case 2, J. 4. 

* For the establishment of the first province of Friars Preacher in the United 
States, and glimpses at the early labors of the Dominicans and Bishop Fenwick 
in Ohio and Kentucky, whose history has yet to be written, see: Annates de la 
Propagation de la Foi, Lyons, vol. I (1842), no. 11, pp. 24-44, article, Mission 
Kentucky; vol. n, pp. 39-50, article, CEuvre de la Propagation, and pp. 82-138, 
article, Mission de I'Ohio; vol. in (1828), pp. 273-349, article, Mission de i'Ohio; 
vol. rv (1830), pp. 465-550, article, Mission du Michigan; vol. vi (1833), pp. 133- 
210, article, Missions de I'Ohio et du Michigan; vol. vn (1834), pp. 77-98, article, 
Mission du Kentucky; vol. vm (1835), pp. 287-312, article, Mission du Michigan, 
and pp. 333-340, article, Mission de I'Ohio: — Richard H. Clabke, op. cit., pp. 
328-351; Hammer, Eduard Domvnik Fenwick, der Apostel von Ohio, Freiburg, 
1890; Spalding, op. cit., pp. 149-161, and Life of Bishop Flaget, Louisville, pp. 
95-96, and 219-231; Volz, A Century's Record; Webb, Centenary of Catholicity 
in Kentucky, Louisville, 1884, pp. 200-212; Catholic Almanac, 1848, pp. 58-82, 
article, Biographical Sketch of the Right Rev. Edward Fenwick, first Bishop of 
Cincinnati; The United States Catholic Magazine, 1847, vol. vi, pp. 24-30, 93-100, 
and 260-266, articles, The Catholic Church in, Ohio; Dominican Year Book, 1913, 
already cited, pp. 74-104. 
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his Order in the United States. Writing, Nov. 21, 1806, to the 
Eev. Doctor Eichard L. Concanen, later the first ordinary of our 
greatest American metropolis, in regard to the four new episcopal 
sees which he wished to establish in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
and Kentucky, Carroll takes occasion to say: ". . . In this is en- 
closed a letter from your worthy Brother, Fr. Edward Dom. Fenwick, 
who with three of his Order have begun their establishment in Ken- 
tucky, and enjoy much of the good will of the Catholics of that 
country. I had long encouraged their emigration from England, 
which offered no flattering prospects for the extension of their Order ; 
and so long ago as 1802, I had urged Mr. Short, then the Provincial 
of it in England, to embrace a fine opportunity which offered of 
obtaining a most advantageous settlement in the United States. But 
it seems that Mr. Short was too infirm and advanced in years to 
engage in new undertakings." 22 

In 1804, when negotiations were under way between Rome and 
the Rev. Edward Dominic Fenwick for the establishment of the 
Dominican Order in the United States, the latter expected that 
Father John Fenwick, the subject of this article, would join in the 
American enterprise. In one of his letters to Doctor Concanen on 
the subject, the founder of the American Province of Saint Joseph 
speaks of Father John as " my uncle John Fenwick, a worthy con- 
frere and missioner " in America. In another he says ". . . Father 
John Fenwick, my uncle, of our Order is in Maryland, and will I 
suppose joyfully join me. . . ." 23 Such, too, it seems, was the wish 
of the uncle. But the course of events changed this plan. 

The Rev. Edward Fenwick had expected to establish in his native 
state an institution on the plan of that at Bornhem, Belgium, which 
he hoped to see grow into a center of both educational and missionary 
effort through the land. But on his arrival in America, he found 
that Archbishop Carroll, in response to the appeals of the Catholics 
of Kentucky for priests, had promised to send the Dominicans to 
them. The good Friar Preacher, though disappointed, was too zeal- 
ous a clergyman to neglect an opportunity for saving souls, and a 
religious too well trained in obedience not to submit to the wishes 

"Archbishop Carroll, Baltimore, November 21, 1806, to Rev. R. L. Concanen, 
Rome. Archives of the Dominican Master General, Tome xm, 731. 

" Dominic Fenwick, Carshalton, April 14, and London, September 1, 1804, to 
Rev. R. L. Concanen, Rome. Archives of Dominican Master General, Rome. 



THE BEV. JOHN CESLAS FENWICK, O. P. 29 

of his superior. In this way the first center of Dominican activities 
in the United States was located in what was at that time the Far 
West, instead of in the East, as was the original design. 24 But 
at the solicitation of Archbishop Carroll, Father John Fenwick, 
instead of joining the founders of the new province on the missions 
of Kentucky, was left to continue his labors until his death in those 
of Maryland, where he had won the unreserved admiration of his 
metropolitan, his fellow priests and the Catholic body at large. 

The Fenwicks of Maryland, as Davis tells us in his celebrated 
work, The Day-Star of American Freedom (pp. 217-219), have 
deserved well of both Church and State. It is, indeed, passing 
strange that while the Fenwicks of England, who in days of trial 
and persecution clung as a rule so tenaciously to the faith, have, as 
we have been told, all or nearly all abandoned it since the dawn of a 
better period, the descendants of Cuthbert Fenwick in America have 
remained most loyal to the Catholic Church. In Maryland they 
continue to be Catholic today. In Kentucky, where a number of 
them went late in the eighteenth and early in the nineteenth century, 
they were among the best Catholics there. The same is true, we 
are told, of those who sought their worldly fortunes in Missouri and 
in the South. The writer, at least, has never heard of a person with 
the patronymic of Fenwick and claiming descent from the early 
lawgiver of Maryland, who was not of the Catholic faith. 

If we start with the subject of this paper, we find many of the 
Catholic lawgiver's descendants devoting themselves to the ser- 
vice of the Church. Besides Father John, the first bishop of Cin- 
cinnati, Rev. ST. D. Young, as has been seen, and Bev. Nicholas 
Baymond Young belonged to the Order of Saint Dominic. Several 
also were members of the Society of Jesus. Of these we recall off- 
hand the Bight Bev. B. J. Fenwick, the second bishop of Boston, 
Rev. Enoch and George Fenwick, and Bev. Benjamin Young. Many 
of the gentler sex, we are told, have belonged to various sisterhoods 
in different parts of this country. The Bev. Charles Fenwick, S. J., 
Georgetown University, is one of the last of the race to be raised to 
the priesthood. 

V. F. O'Daniel, 0. P., 
Dominican Blouse of Studies, Washington, D. C. 

u Dominican Tear Book, 1913, pp. 74 ff. 



